BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Savice x 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XV June 15, 1947 
|. ae ae ae 
AUST 80084 


August TS 2 Sy 


Little, Brown 


Sherman, Richard 
THE BRIGHT PROMISE $2.75 
This bids fair to be more than "a bright promise”, what with its spectacular 
send-off as a quarter-million (?) dollar picture purchase, serialization in Good House- 
keeping, and selection as September Literary Guild. Sherman has two light novels 
(To Mary, With Love andThe Unready Heart ) to-his credit, and this- while more sizeable 
is scarcely more substantial. It is still summer weight fiction- at its most success- 
ful, and there's nothing much more rare at the moment. Too bad it could not have been 
published six weeks earlier to get the full run of vacation reading. Sherman has a 
sure sense of dialogue, of the contemporary scene and situation, and he does it decor- 
atively. Here is the story of the marriage of Amy and Lyle Ellery over a period of 
twelve years,~- Lyle who has an easy brilliance and was just as easily licked; Amy whose 
love for him took a lot of quiet courage. They were married in depression years; then 
Lyle gets his chance and makes a rocket rise to success as brain-father and editor of 
&® picture magazine. He loses his job because of an affair with his publisher's wife, 
while Amy is having their only child, Johnny. The next years are hard ones as Lyle, 
defeated, disgruntled, sinks to a WPA job, and then returns to Iowa with Amy to edit 
her father's small town sheet, and eventually finds himself again, in the dignity and 
satisfaction of working his way back to prominence. With the war, Lyle goes overseas, 
and Amy has her bitterest years as Johnny is striken with polio and mother and child- 
with the image and inspiration of Roosevelt before them- regain their courage.... A 
very smooth, slick-paper job, with the inspirational quality that is passport to sales 


and rentals. 


A Few Shekels for the 7ill 


A new Helen HacInnes, FRIENDS AND LOVERS (Little, Brown)- in wholly new vein; Jos- 
eph Shearing with SO EVIL 4Y LOVE (Harper) has a dependable following; a dark horse 
in THE GARRETSON CHRONICLE by Gerald Warner Rrace (Norton). keports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
July 1 


Shipman, Natalie Samuel Curl 
WHO WINS HIS LOVE $2.00 


Pleasantly, rather than smartly, styled, for rentals primarily, this tells of 
Jim's return from overseas after the death of Elena, with the birth of their second child 
The two children are in the hands of Elena's sister, and Jim's initial resentment turns © 
to gratitude, with resemblances of Kathy to Elena often causing him to misinterpret his 
feeling as love. Kathy, also loved by Hank Miller, faces a choice after Hank is hurt, 
and turns to Hank, leaving the coast clear for Penny, whose attraction Jim had fought. 


Condensed in fed Book. 
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July 17 


Davies, Valentine Harcourt, Brace 
MIRACLE ON 34th STREET $1.75 


Transcribed into book form after its current screen appearance,.this is a fair- 
ly sweet small story reaffirming the place of faith and fantasy in a too material,modern 
world. Kris Kringle, who is convinced of his identity as Santa Claus, is asked to be 
the story Santa Claus at Macy's on 34th Street, where for the first time the real spirit 
of Christmas prevails. Believed in by all, save a disillusioned young woman and her 
illusionless young daughter, Kris is determined to restore their belief. Betrayed, and 
taken to Bellevue, Kris’ identity is firmly established as Santa Claus in the courts of 
New York... The simulation of sweetness, of innocence, may appeal to some- though on 
he whole this is seasonally untimely. 


Skidmore, Hobert Douglas Houghton, Mifflin 
DISTURB NOT OUR DREAMS $2.50 


Here's a sentimental little story which somehow manages to avoid the saccharin- 
ity ofQur 4iss Boo - but might command somewhat that market. An orphan, adopted by an 
old ladies’ home, Little Lovely has had only love and kindness in her short years. Know- 
ing nothing of the disfiguring birthmark, Lovely faces the world as it is on her first 
day at school, and in her resultant heartbreak and despair, brings the dream worlds of 
the home into line, resolving the lonely worlds that she has brightened. The cruelty 
she faces provides the incentive to the old people to keep their illusions whole, in 
spite of doubts. And the outcome reaffirms the possibility of love and faith - and of 
@ certain innocence possible in the world today. It explores the worlds of ideals, as 
the author explored the worlds of the Harpie's crew, in his memorable Valley of the Sky - 
with understanding and sympathy. A tear jerker- well, yes- but it has credulity. 


July 18 


Carfrae, Elizabeth Putnam 
PORTRAIT OF CAROLINE $2.75 


A standard British brand of lightweight merchandise, this tells of Carrie 
Mason's lifelong love for the son of her family's patrons. The coachman’s daughter, 
Carrie fell in love with Charles Adamson at six; later she watched him marry the pleas- 
ure loving and ungiving Lady Meriel, while Carrie turns to Peter. Peter dies, and Lady 
Meriel ends her extravagant ways hopelessly invalided - while Charles belatedly recog- 
nizes his love for Carrie. Unable to marry, they go to the West Indies where they live 
@s man and wife, until with Meriel's death they are free to return to England. Accept- 
able romance for renters. 


Carson, Robert Putnam 
STRANGER IN OUR MIDST $2.75 


Vince Bennett, who knows where he is going and how, meets up with an irresist- 
ible force when Bridget, a war bride, comes to his town of Agua Blanca, Nevada. She 
wrecks his plans for a respectable life married to Donna, achieving his goal as 4 com- 
ing radio figure. Bridget is an honest tramp, but his passion for her leads him to 
wrong people, wrong actions, wrong-doing. Bridget’s uncompromising attitude cuts the 
bonds, and it is to Donna that he finally becomes attached. A rather naked parade of 
emotionalism, background in the gambling joints, this keeps just this side of sensa- 
tionalism in its forthright picture of Bennett's often real attempts to make his real 
and romantic life coincide. Definitely not lavender and old lace. 
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July ?? 


Axelrod, George | Howell, Soskin 
BEGGAR®S CHOICE $2.75 


The benders of the Benders, as Dick, his first novel consored and banned, is 
desperate for money, and is needled by his wife, Sue,to take a cook-chauffeur job in 
the country. Aliased as the Bensonhursts, Dick cooks and Sue chauffeurs, and their 
employer, Mrs. Potter turns out to be the most active worker against Dick’s book. Her 
husband is deep in a publicity campaign, her daughter trying to have a bit of quiet 
romance, her son attempting to do perfect cheesecake...and the Benders are caught in 
every family complication besides getting deeper into their own deception. A drunken 
country club evening, and an all-dynamite garden party wind up Dick's affairs to the 
point where he and his wife take on a new employer - his agent. Jinks that are not 
so high in summer lightweight. 


August 7 


Mealand, Richard : Doubleday 
LET ME DO THE TALKING $2.60 


It's the literary agency racket that Richard Mealand takes for a ride in this 
caricature of a literary agent, a will-o-the-wisp always following the gleam of literary 
genius just ahead. It resulted in a superficial sort of life,- cooktail parties and 
literary teas, “business dates”, contacts with “important people”, soft soap and palaver 
ad nauseam. He tries now and then to corner a girl, but can't really take time off to 
fall seriously in love, and the one glorious being who crossed his path inadvertently — 
fell in love with him- until he lost her to young Peck, for whom he had quite other 
ideas. It is a twisted, rather crooked path hé takes, and the seamy side of the busi- 
ness of making books is exposed for all to see. However, the manner of so doing palls 
a bit after a while and I found it repetitive and dullish (and to people not in the 
business I think it would stale even faster). It is bright - but self-consciously so; 
and glib and too too clever. But there's a fad for books of its type at the moment - 
so it might catch on. 


Toynbee, Philip . . ) Doubleday 
PROTHALAMIUM ° 7 , Grae $2.50 


This work may be heralded by the publisher as “one of the most beautifully writ- 
ten novels on their list” - but some readers will find it precocious, some will consider 
it perverse and scatological, and most will think it merely dull. Possibly it is too 
British for our taste. It concerns the thoughts of several aenemic people gathered 
about a London tea table:- Mrs. Goodman, ex-prostitute, is the hostess; among the 
guests are brothers, both in love with the same girl; there's the girl and her strange 
brother; there's an old syphilitic priest, with his son; there's a spinster, a frus- 
trated Evangelist, there's the bastard son of the hostess, and so on. The conversa- 
tions, in stream of consciousness technique, are repeated as they pass through the 
consciousness of the protagonists. There's a faint flavor of Joyce, in miniature. 

But chiefly there's nothing - appealing to - one feels- no one. The fact that the 
author is son of the historian and grandson of Philip Murray isn’t enough to give 
this the impetus it would need. 


Weekley, William George Doubleday 
THE LEDGER OF LYING DOG 2 
Generation after generation supplies its quota of a potential market for an- 
other castaway story. Think of the classics of the type,- Robinson Crusoe, Swiss 
Family Robinson, Treasure Island, and so on. Two of the three are as apt to appear on 
adult lists as on juveniles, if truth be told.. Now comes this entertaining bit of 
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sheer escape in a convincing story - purporting to be a log belonging to the author's 
great-uncle. As the story unfolds, one is convinced that here is the day by day record 
of a youth, shipwrecked with a group of cut throats and wretches, and finding in him- 
self unguessed ingenuities, skills, abilities to fend for himself and fight his own 
battles. Eventually, having explored one island, entrenched himself on another, and 
reduced his foes to one, he makes friends with Dandy and together they escape to 
Australia and the gold fields. There’s romance, too, and throughout the adventures 

are as bloody and as fortunate in their outcome, the lady as fair, the finale as 

bright as the best of the dreams we'd like to dream. Astonishingly entertaining 
reading, with a plus market for boys. 


August 7 


MacLiesh, A. Fleming Houghton, Mifflin 
de San Marzano, R. © INFERNAL MACHINE $2.50 


_A rather crazy-eyed spoof of the mazes of officialdom and red tape, which 
centers the activities on the rise of one Golly Keighley as a typist’s error looses 
the rumors of oil in a Central American country. Golly and his approaching marriage 
to the Princess Miletus, Golly and his mission to Punta Minorca, the Princess’ insane 
efforts to join him and the attendant mishaps, misadventures and mistakes, as wheels 
within wheels grind smaller and smaller - all portrayed in carefree, lavish exaggera- 
tion. There is some fun in this, some high moments of caricatured reporting and offic- 
ial communiques, but the whole cannot sustain the quality ef farce which should be its 
underlying momentum. With the Steinberg illustrations, however, this might catch a 
sophisticated but limited audience which will take its humor in small, precious doses. 


August 11 


MacInnes, Helen Little, Brown 
FRIENDS AND LOVERS $2.75 


A facile love story, with little originality of plotting, but with a good deal 
more development of thought patterns than ths usual story of its kind. But there is 
nothing recognizably Helen MacInnes ~ perhaps she has written it to prove she will not 
be pigeonholed and typed.... The setting is Scotland, where a young Oxford student is 
tutoring in the household of a classmate and where he experiences “love at first sight” 
wholly against his better judgment. Then the scene shifts to London, where the girl, 
Penelope, has gone to study art - and where a good old fashioned story develops as the 
two young people fall deeper and deeper in love, David throws his diplomatic career 
plans to the wind, and Penny casts off her family, rather than give in to their dis- 
approval, and makes a career for herself almost overnight. Complete with irate par- 
ents, gossiping friends of the family, long sustained scruples over modern ideas of 
living together before marriage, and the bitter struggle to defeat demon poverty - 
this is the sort of “course of true love never did run smooth” story that will delight 
those demanding a wholesome romance, with enough substance to give one something to 
think about.... Long drawn out ~ but countless readers will love it, while the critics 


ZaPe » 


247 

August 15° 
Elroy, Edwina Putnam 
SWAMP WILLOW $3.00 


A life portrait of a man’s woman with a man’s strength, Holly Tanner, whose 
independence and fearlessness were never subdued by either time or trouble. Born in 4 
squatter community of a New Jersey tidewater town, Holly is never to have a chance to 
lose her rougher edges, refine a beauty which is perhaps too obvious. Running off to 
Chicago at 15 with an older man to whom she is grateful, her first bitter lesson is 
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learned when she is abandoned- pregnant. Working her way back to the Jersey she loves 
with her boy, she has her only experience with real love on her return - as she loses 
her heart to aristocratic, weak Larry Ainsworth, whose family send him away. Forced to 
make a living, Holly makes a good one - first in the clamming busines, later running 
rum. A last chance comes in Kirk Labaw, childhood frien, but to save her son and give 
him a chance she had never had ~ she sends thc. away together,...An adequately handled 
story of a life - the hard way- realistically, regionally framed- but not for wide 


sales. 














So \ T 2 i. 
Garner, Claude Coward, McCann ~ 
WETBACK $2.75 










The title refers to the Mexican who illegally enters the U.S.A. and who pays 
the penalty in being cheated and handicapped. Dionisio Molina had neither money nor 
papers to permit him to achieve the land of his dreams, so he worked across the Rio 
Grande and lived in his fatherland. In his determination and industry, he managed to 
put his observation to good effect and worked his way up. Partner to a cattle smugg- 
ler, he was able to raise Angora goats, to become an accepted member of a Texas com- 
munity, until discovery of his partner’s crookedness brought the law upon them. And 
Dionisio too went to jail. The friends he had made, the reputation he had built ,made 
possible his return to Mexico, where he fulfilled the requirements of legal entry. 
Mexican rugged individualism against pyramided dangers as a springboard for discus- 
sion of the threats to attainment of citizenship. The story seems contrived though 
the topic is a live one. Not too wide an audience for this. 














August 18 








Knopf 


Millar, .Kenneth 
BLUE CITY $2.50 




















This has everything for a modern penny dreadful, yellow back thriller, ex- 
cept that the number of obscentities is limited- or indicated by dashes. There's 
everything else,- a regular Hairbreadth Harry hero, in a returned veteran who fancies 
himself hardened to slaughter, and who is witness to a number of violent deaths for 
which he could be suspected, before he achieves his goal. That goal starts as a 
search for his father's murderer, and winds up as an attempt to clean the Augean 
stables of the town where his father, its boss, met unexplained death. His investiga- 
tions unearth a sordid lot from younsters to pimps, through blackmailers, indifferent 
police, sadistic homosexuals, on to the holier-than-thou mayor, who turns out to be 
the arch criminal. A touch of romance is inadequate to salve the rawness. 


August 19 | 
Parmenter, Christine Whiting Crowell | 
FAIR WERE THE DAYS $2.75 | 


A cushioned, mildly period piece, which contrives to juxtapose the happy 
family life of the Moores, against the almost thwarted romance of wealthy Elise and: 

p poor but honest Ernest. Elise, whipped off to Europe by an obstinate mother, is kept 
incommunicado, while Ernest bears with his mother’s invalidism and death. Then her 
father learns to love Ernest and be firm about the marriage to be. The Moores, in 

ae their understanding and good will, help to smooth the way and to manage a wholesome 
background for the romantic interests. Although a direct hit for the unadulterated 
market, this has an almost unbelievably ingenuous air, with moments of pleasant 1890 
domesticity reminiscent of Meet Me.in St. Louts and Centennial Summer that takes the 

edge off its clean-as-a-whistle (with just as many notes) story. 
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August 20 


Pudney, John Harper 
EDNA’S FRUIT HAT $2.50 


in their unadorned, well-managed prose, and make a play in the short story market with 


their double turns of fancy and plausible characters. Others show variously, ability to 
turn out a horror story that is catchy if not so good as it might be, or an amusing yarn 
that has real vitality. A pleasant, unstressed volume, uneven but worth favorable atten- 


tion. 


Shearing, Joseph 7 Harper 
SO EVIL MY Love 9 %/- /‘/ $2.50 


‘ 


Again a very decorative elaboration of devious to deadly pursuits, which with 
& precise and appreciative sense of period and place tells the story of a charmer and 


the woman he corrupted and abandoned. Mrs. Sacret, poor and plain widow of a missionary, 


asked to stay as companion to a former friend, Susan Rue, because of the knowledge of 


Susan’s past she possesses, quickly learns to enjoy the worldliness of her new life with 


Susan. She receives more and more material rewards for her tacit blackmail. She falls 


in love with Mark Bellis, acknowledged adventurer, and is directed by him to the murderer 


of Susan’s husband, gets the money he wants and is then abandoned and left to face the 
consequences of Susan’s remorse and suicide, and of her own misdeed when eventually she 
is incriminated and trapped...Again & mystery novel with atmospheric amplification and 
elegance of execution. Check Shearing fans. 


August 22 ¢0).¢ 15” 


Jaynes, Clare Random House 
THIS EAGER HEART $2.75 


Leisure pleasure - good Summer fare- but by no means the superior romantic 
release of Instruct My Sorrows, nor even of These Are the Times. This is the story of 
Kay and Mac, twelve years married happily and for the first time encountering emotional 
tension. Mac, eaten by recrimination after the death of his father, becomes more and 


more difficult, more and more withdrawn. Kay, feeling insecure, takes up with an eastern- — 


er, uses him as a prop, but when it comes to a showdown finds he’s no substitute for the 
real thing she has had with Mac. They talk it out- Kay accepts the fact that Mac has 
slept with another woman and overrides it as an incident, and they take up where they 
left off. Amplified rental relaxation. 


Tyre, Nedra Simon & Schuster 
RED WINE FIRST ‘o/|?7 $2.75 


A group of short stories with the common denominator of relief background 
during the years of the depression. Each story, expressing the varied reactions to 
being on relief, is told in the first person, using the illiterate language of the 
person portrayed. There's a note of resigned bitterness throughout; there’s the feel- 
ing of man’s inhumanity to man, of the inequality of life’s opportunities, and so on. 
The plots range from lynching to romance, and many of the stories, caustic though they 
are, might develop the potentials of God's Little Acre orTobacco Road. With strong 
human values, they are thought provoking. Nedra Tyre is someone to watch. 


























A collection of short stories (published in England under the title, [Jt Breathed 
Down My Neck) which combine narrative value and humor, fantasy closely allied to sobriety. 
The title story- and several others ~ and a long short story, 7he Heirs, gain their points 
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Sorenson, Virginie Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE NEIGHBORS $3.00 


A family story, as a teacher and his family, accustomed to the relative com- 
forts of city life in Denver, are uprooted and replanted in a mountain valley as sheep 
ranchers. Immédiately they run head on into the arrogant ambition of their most power- 
ful neighbor Roe, set upon pushing them out of the valley by fair means and foul. Nature 
seems leagued with him against the Kels - and this is the story of unequal contest, 
waged on one side by a man and his wife determined to establish a new wey of life, and 
make good neighbors - on the other by lust of possession. The younger generation, 
attempting to disregard the barriers, find ways of contact; Call, newly returned from 
overseas, finds healing in his love for Cloie, Roe’s youngest daughter, but it takes 
little Marie's death and the bitter ending of the feud on water rights to break down 
the last barriers of pride...The Mormon aspects (associated with previous novels from 
Virginia Sorenson) are negligible and incidental to this story. It might have been a 
fine and important novel. As it stands, it is badly in need of blue penoilling, drastic 
editing to control the wandering from the thread of narrative. Both in style and con- 


tent, it too often flags and lags. 
August 28 


~~ 
| a - 


Kerig, Walter i . Rinehart 
ZOTZ 8 $2.75 


This is supposed to be very funny, but it misses fire (with one reader anyhow).. 
An over-expanded play on the difficulties of Professor John Jones, who discovers that he 
has a lethal power which he determines to offer the government in the war. It is his 
odyssey of travail as he goes from channel to channel, trying to reach the President, 
the heads of the Services, of all law making bodies, and so on. Curricular troubles 
follow when his activities create dangers for him at St. Jude's Theological Seminary in 
Marylend. Interplay of governmental and military blind elleys- FBI espionage- campus 
gossip - small romantic interest, all are explored in such exhaustive detail that the 
often funny incidental episodes are overwhelmed. The author kmows his departmental 
routine - but his story is no second ‘fr. Adam.- 


August 29 


Strahl, Paul Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE QUARREL $2.75 


A portrait of the close meshed lives of a small Southern town, the bitterness 
kept alive by long memories, familiar gossip, and the constant flicking of old sores, 
that has a simplicity in its picturing of ea long term quarrel, and its regional qualities. 
The story deals with the enemity of One-Eyed John and Petticoat John, as the former is 
wounded while fighting for the Union, and returning home finds that his rival, safe at 
home, has won Lydia. Then One-Eyed elopes with her- Petticoat gets a chance in Chicago 
and wins hard success as a teamster. Battle is joined - and it takes the Chicago Fire 
to bring about reconciliation. And with the next generation the two men break again over 
the marriage of their children, and they feud to the end. 


Chun-chan Yeh Putnam 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE $3.00 | 


This is a remarkably human and sympathetic novel of a peasant village in China 
and how its people weathered the changes which came with the introduction of Communism. 
The story is told in terms of one household in a village where life is simple and the 
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mood serene, despite the feudal regime that holds the people in debt to Chumin, the land- 
lord, who has raised their rents during a famine year. Refugees driven from other vil- 
lages by famine are quietly organized into a people's army, and in a sudden move take 
over the territory and give the villagers their oppressor in chains. Bewildered, they 
accept the revolutionary regime until reactionary forces reverse the process and once 
again the village is subject to Chumin. Civil war closes the local factory, reduces 
the family income, brings the father and brother home on a visit, and the brother breaks 
with O Ran, destined as his wife. A revolutionary student, the youth prefers his city 
“comrade”. As the battle area comes closer, the boy who tells the story and his mother 
leave their native village. The gentle, tradition-bound spirit of the people is real- 
istically portrayed. Not since Village in August by Chun Hsiao has there been anything 
that gives one so vivid a sense of life going on in the midst of local civil war. A 
rewarding reading experience. 

is 
August #9 


Gantillon, Simon Putnam 
VESSEL OF WRATH $2.50 


This translation from the French- by Haakon Chevalier- preserves the lyrical, 
almost fervid quality of the original in a transcription of the kinship of a man and his 
ship. Stephan, the captain, has a monogamous devotion to his boat, through the violence 
of a storm which almost sinks.the ship. Exhausted, in e coma, Stephan is taken to a 
hospital when the ship puts in for repairs. When he sets sail again, Maria, an Indian 
girl, stows away. She falls in love with Stephan but when rebuffed, in revenge corrupts 
the crew, tries to set fire to the ship, which, at the eerie close of the story, mys- 
teriously vanishes from the sea...0f rather special interest; not for the general mari- 
time book market which might not like the poetic emotionalism of this strange story. 


Fite | ii 
August -?? 
Brace, Gerald Warner Norton 
THE GARRETSON CHRONICLE : $3.00 


With integrity, with sobriety, with a character that seems to us literary 
rather than popular, this is a three generation story which contrasts traditional New 
England with that of today. In the figure of grandfather Garretson, who was to dominate 
his children and his grandchildren, were all the stricter virtues of that part of the 
country, the snobbery of intellect, the cultivation of culture for its own sake, the 
insistence on morality. Here was his direct influence on his son, Randall, who married 
Alice and brought her to his father's house against her wishes, who destroyed his mar- 
riage thereby, and who later married the passionless, precise Lucy. In the third gen- 
eration it is Ralph who rebels from the foreordained pattern, first at school - then 
at Harvard, where he is dropped, and finally in life, where he takes a job in a furni- 
ture factory, while planning to marry the artistic Christiana.... A sort of New England 
Forsyte Saga in its quiet intelligence, though it may seem leisurely for popular tastes. 
The publishers have high hopes and are backing it as their big Fall fiction. 


Hewlett, John Whittlesey House 
WILD GRAPE 4 I. 2 $3.00 
j 
A warm presentation of racial problems, though not a Strange Fruit by any 
means. This is substantial novel of Uncle Gimme's old time methods oi righting wrongs, 
Dr. Dease’s slow awakening to the wrongs that must be righted, and of the long standing 
white and Negro color lines. Uncle Gimme’s daughter, raped by Millowner Newbanks, bears 
a white daughter, just as Newbanks'’ wife bears his legal child; it is little Deel, a 
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prisoner in her family's house that all would protect from trouble. Uncle Gimme fights 
the idea of her being sent North, contrives in every way to provide books, security and 
happiness for the ohild, but is forced into yielding. Here is the Georgia of the Ku 
Klux Klan, the pillory of color, the hatred of the whites for that color in the mass, 
and the love for the colored individual. Here too is the clash of theory with practice, 
the attempts to evade the issues on the part of the died-in-the-wool Georgian, the 
flagrant hypoorisy and lack of justice. For all its picture of the non-progressive 
attitudes, there is humor and sympathy in the gradual realization of the old timers 


that things are changing and so must they. 
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August 2? 


Whittlesey House 


Packer, Peter 
WHITE CROCUS $2.75 
A sad, often squalid story of the mental and emotional ruin of a youngster, 
this is nonetheless, an effective first novel, with little evasion, little illusion. 
Daisy Thorne, whose mother was to bring her pickups home to the room she shared with 
the child in a London slum while Harry Thorne was overseas (1918) was in her first 
awareness of an adult, animal world, to make pathetic pretences, retreat in make-believe 
from the fear and horror she felt. With Harry's return and discovery of his wife's 
whoring, Daisy is taken to live with her grandfather, deserted by the father she loved 
until some years later he remarries. Daisy's hostility against her new mother is re- 
leased in the anonymous letters she writes, first to Harry, then to those around him. 

It reaches an unreasoning violence when her stepmother has a child- and Daisy, on the 
point of killing the baby, is exposed, sentenced to an industrial reform school. Harry, 
recognizing his own fault, allows her to escape to her grandfather. No prettification 
here, and if moving, one questions a general audience. 


CRIMINALS AT LARGE 


August 21 


Doubleday 


Hendryx, James B. 
THE SAGA OF HALFADAY CREEK $2.00 

Continuing the experiences of Black John and Corporal Downey at Halfaday Creek 
where these old familiars impose a certain primitive justice and provide a certain prim- 
itive humor. Some six odd episodes involving murder, robbery, rescue, revenge, with 
Black John ably assisting in rightful restitution and reprisal. The 4lst by this author, 
this qualifies as standard outdoor entertainment. 


Rinehart 


Gruber, Frank : | 
THE WHISPERING MASTER $2.00 
Johnny Fletcher and Sam Cragg, still short on cash but long on ingenuity, in- 
volved in some fanciful, financial finagling as well as the murder of a girl in posses- 
sion of the master record of a dead vocalist. Fletcher, pryamiding a bank account on 
credit, spends the rest of his time investigating the officers of a record company, 
tangles with some boys who play rougher than he does, but survives to break the case for 
the police...Enterprising certainly, and entertaining for those who like this series. 


Ss 
August 29 
Fitt, Mary Putnam 
A FINE AND PRIVATE PLACE $2.50 


A treasure trove of silver is the cause of surveyor John Thorneycroft'’s impli- 
cation in the affairs of Nicolas Garth whose many relatives have many interests in the 
loss of that treasure.. John, and Garth's niece Mary, are unable to learn the truth of 
that theft, unable to prevent a double killing, and are estranged by family bias. But 
John, ,intent on saving Mary, catches the thief and killer. Unhurried. 
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These Will Be Fun To Sell 


No MUST BOOKS; no predictable best sellers;. but in Rovere'’s HOWE & HUMMEL (Farrar, 
Straus) is a natural for the Mr. Tutt market; and in Ben Clough's THE AMERICAN 
IMAGINATION AT WORK (Knopf) excellent pick-up entertainment in American folklore. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOUKS 
July 14 


Cooper, John C. Holt 
THE RIGHT TO FLY $5.00 


An analysis of the international implications of the right to fly, as today, 
es in 1918, another world war may or may not be made possible according to the contrals 
which are imposed. How air power is the most dynamic force in the life of nations to- 
day; the control ‘ef air space, the various discussions, debates, which have led to 
national control of air space which mitigates against international authority; the 
capacity to fly, and the elements which affect it; what happened in 1919- with history 
repeating itself now if once again we have military restrictions but no commercial 
restrictions. The problems which reduction of air power entail - as long as air trans- 
port and trade continue. The Chicago Conference of 1944 which was the first real world 
organization for civil aviation; and finally the flying potential, geographic advan- 
tages of Russia, Britain, the U.S.A.- and various other countries individually esti- 
mated. The conclusion here is of course that no peace can prevail if the German and 
Japanese right to fly is not placed under the authority of the United Nations...A well- 
documented evaluation for those concerned. 


July 20 


Taylor, Frank J. & Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Wright, Lawton DEMOCRACY’S AIR ARSENAL $7.50 


The war plane production story is one of the miracles of the war- and here it 
is, dramatized with superb photographs, and retold in text which is more than expanded 
captions, for each section is presented with a summary of the preparation for aerial 
defense of the United States, which in 1936 was virtually non existent. Japan's defeat- 
and to a lesser extent Germany's defeat- demonstrated the new theory of aerial warfare, 
but it was the teamwork of the seven major companies back home that made it possible. 
300 photographs, showing not only the planes but the factories, the processes, even 
the paperwork and the tooling, trace the steps by which dreams became realities - and 
modern aviation industry came of age. This volume is one of twenty four titles on 
aviation published by D.S.& P. 


July 21 


Kingsbury, Katherine Moore | Caxton 
SHANTY PARADISE $3.00 


A first person family record which tells how the author, her husband, “The 
Chief", and their boy, “Son”, found a haven in the worst depression years in a shanty on 
a San Francisco hill, a shanty they called “Wee Windows". If this nomenclature hasn‘t 
soured you already, you may want to know that the Kingsburys, wiped out of their Hoosier 
farm, left on a one-way ticket for Hollywood, where the Chief failed as a cameraman. 
Going on to San Francisco, they took on 4 small real estate business, found a home for 
themselves, outfitted “Wee Windows" from looting of vacant houses, and thereby proved 
to their landlord- about to oust them for non payment, that they had a future in doing 
other houses over. Not enough to justify a book, and what there is of it isn’t very 


good. Illustrated by Charles G. Kingsbury. 
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July 24 






Betjeman, John- Doubleday 
W.H. Auden- £d. SLICK BUT NOT STREAMLINED $e-50- 
hpi 





The Introduction makes this an Auden item for his fans. Actually, he identi- 
fies himself so emphatically with John Betjeman that it was with a certain sense of 
doubting the facts that I read that Betjeman was a real person,- a poet, a schoolmaster’, 

a member of the staff of Architectural Review and the &vening Standard and, during the 
war, press attache of the British Legation in Dublin. Auden, in his Introduction, puts 
himself on the side of the author whose poems and short pieces he has brought together 

in this collection, as “loving suburbs and gaslight and Gothic Revival Churches and pro- 
vincial towns" and says further that he “sees no harm in trying to describe overbuilt 
Surrey in verse. But when I do “says Auden” I am not being satirical but topographical...” 
So - in his foreword to a volume of topographical verse and in so saying he describes 

its contents. Much of the writing suggests Auden, in its skill, its wit, its polish. 













, July 28 









William Sloane 


Rhine, J. B. 
THE REACH OF THE MIND $3.50 












Following up Wew Frontiers of the: Mind, this again establishes evidence in the 
realm of psychical research, and here summarizes the last seventy years in this “Hereti- 
cal, controversial pioneering branch of research". From the general reader's point of 
view, it is certainly less interesting than the Estabrooks'’ book ( Spirittsm- review on 
P. 327) in that it includes no casework and is primarily an historical survey. Telepathy, 
the first aspect of psychical research to be scientifically studied- and its relation to 
hypnosis; clairvoyance, its sister phsnomenon; and ths tests which were made at Duke and 

€5 conducted by Rhine in extra-sensory perception; prophecy and precognition; the follow-up 
to extra-sensory perception in the psychokinesis tests cf mind over matter (skin writing, 
etc.) and the more erratic evidence they brought. How these processes play a part in 
human personality as well as in mind, how they are normal, rather than abnormal or super- 
normal tendencies; and the implications this field holds for the future in the realm of 
space, time, human survival after death. There's no attempt to proselytize here - but 
rather to make scientifically secure what has been accomplished in this field - though 
evidence, from the skeptic’s angle, is slim. Demand for books in this field is fairly 

























predictable. 
August 12 
Rovere, Richard H. Farrar, Straus 
HOWE & HUMMEL: Their True.and Scandalous History a. 7S 
* No dull pedantic job, this adventure in apocryphal and raffish illegalities, 


that highspots fascinating legal careers - portraying New York's famous- or infamous- 

pair of attorneys, whose criminal practice in the late 19th century led to their reputa- 
tion as the crime minds of their times. Here is the story of their ways of cheating 
justice, of the differences in their types of cases and ways of working of their clients 
and classic manipulations of legal points, of their courtroom and public behavior, of j 
their skill in making evidence, and the exploits that made them a town byword....Amplified 
considerably from the New Yorker profiles, this- if one judges by the repercussions there, 
if of general even more than professional interest,- a recapitulation of rascality. The 
Mr. Tutt fans will love it. Illustrated by Reginald Marsh. 
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August 14 


Johnson, Walter Holt 
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE'S AMERICA $5.00 


This is the biography promised at the time Selected Letters was published and 
was originally scheduled for Spring publication (see.P.556- January 15th). The tremendous 
popularity of White's Autobiography and its recent selection by the Pulitzer Committee 
indicate a continued interest in the Sage of Emporia, spokesman for grassroots America, 
symbol of the best the small town of the Mid-West affords. This is an intimate picture 
of White in relation to the forces he helped to mold and interpret; this is a vigorous 
panorama of the changing pattern of America against which White for many years was typi- 
cal of the standpat Republican, and of which he rather slowly came to be known as a 
progressive, challenging the stranglehold of the industrial giants. Pungent phrase and 
emotional expression livens a text that is better than competent coverage, but not in- 
spired. Johnson has written a good popular biography, not a great one. 


August 


Ropke, Wilhelm Putnam 
THE SOLUTION OF THE GERMAN PROBLEM $3.00 _— 


A deliberate and learned appraisal of the German problem in terms of the past 
and a solution for the present, by a German Swiss, with an introduction by F.A. Hayek. 
The author seeks his solution in examining here the German mind and national character 
and studies the pathology of German history from Bismarck to Hitler. He concludes that 
the Nazi regime was general totalitarianism and not Teutonism, implicates the world in the 
German guilt, and reviews the guilt of the German people both as a group and as individu- 
als. German history he sees in its dominant terms, collective morality, ,the intellectual 
movement, Prussianism, etc. In the final section the author presents his solution in 
contrast to what has been done and calls for a decentralization of Germany politically 
and economically. In spite of the sweeping claims to omniscience implied in the title, 
this is hardly convincing. 


August 18, 7/ <4 


Sagendorph, Kent Dutton , 
STEVENS THOMSON MASON $4 700-15 


A biography of Michigan's first governor, the Boy Governor, who was discredited 
and ruined, but whose early death helped to clear his name. Stevens Thomgson Mason, back- 
grounded by an unsuccessful father, stood by to help his father when the latter, as 4 
plum from the Jackson grab-bag, was given the job of Territorial Secretary under Cass in 
Michigan; he took over his father’s job when he was but nineteen, and fighting for state- 
hood, for education, against cholera, he became the first governor of the new state. His 
popularity could not however stand up to the eccusations and scandals that followed the 
wildcat banking of the day, his personal power was no match for the opposition; his early 
death cut short his living with his disgrace. An expanded, personalized portrait of the 
man which spotlights him against the issues of his times, and brings to light a forgotten 
figure. A natural for largely regional interest; a lengthy footnote to American political 


biography. Fairly limited. 


Bible, Dana C. i Prentice-Hall 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL “| 2° $3.00 
One of the country's outstanding football coaches who has handled many South- 
western championship teams has produced a worthy book on how to coach and how to play 
the game. Worthwhile for any coach- and for players who want to know ell important 
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phases of the game. There is nothing on the game he doesn't touch upon and he does it 
in a clear, simple and scientific manner, for any student of the game. He describes 
individual play, the defense and the offense, team play, what to do under all kinds of 
conditions. He knows the game and how to describe it. Book of lasting value. 


August 18 


Bradford, Elizabeth Prentice-Hall 
LET'S TALK ABOUT CHILDREN $2.50 


By a parent, for parents, this is a book of suggestions which have been based 
on her experience as a mother. This does not- nor does it aim to- compete with more con- 
clusive, comprehensive coverages of child handling, ,but is a casual discussion of gen- 
eral home problems, with a gradual, middle way point of view. Such things as time 
tables, sleep, feeding and the first foods, pre-medical aid at home, household safety 
measures, discipline, face-saving, the importance of a sense of humor, bad habits,music, 
books, developing your child's creativeness, his independence- these are points of atten- 
tion and advice....Additional, rather than required reading. 


August 19 


Estabrooks, G.H. | SZ Dutton 
SPIRITISM : ~ S00 ht 


° This is the book referred to in the report on Rhine's The: Reach of the Mind 
(see P. 325). There's in this book what the other lacks, some fabulous, fascinating case 
evidence, both proved and unproved, making this of particular interest in what, to be 
sure, is a very particular field. The author is a psychologist who has spent a great 
part of a lifetime investigation (and more often than not discrediting manifestations 

of an other-worldly world. This is a highly readable exposition and expose of spiritisn. 
With a personal belief in spiritism, but a scientific integrity which does not permit un- 
proved evidence to intrude, Estabrooks distinguishes between true and false in a field 
which has invited fraudulence. Hypnotism, the powers- and limitations- of the hypnotist; 
autosuggestion; multiple personality; mediumistic trances; spirit communications; telep- 
athy- still unproved, he feels- and very liable to trickery; ghosts; automatic writing; 
faith healing; physical mediumship (ectoplasm)- with the famous Margery case in full de- 
tail - all this and more in an absorbing book. 


Chamberlin, William Henry Macmillan 
EUROPEAN COCKPIT $3.75 


Chamberlin, through his books on contemporary history and his large audience 
in the Christian Science Monitor has a readymade and waiting market for this new overall 
picture of Europe, from which he has fairly recently returned. Somehow this lacks the 
authoritative note of some of his earlier writing; it seems a glib impression based on 
his four months’ survey of seven countries in the throes of postwar plight. He talks 
of individuals seen who had come from Russia, and the countries of eastern and south- 
eastern Europe, and in appraising England, Germany, France, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Poland, Russia and her satellites (much of this is on second hand information, 
not personal and immediate investigation), he sees Europe caught in the pincers between 
Russia and the USA, ,while Britian goes the middle way. He believes that the mood of 
Europe is drawing closer to us and that we cannot ignore our obligations. He advocates 
a federated Europe- and - many will feel- he belongs to the “soft peace for Germany” 
school. The gleaning of a fertile, receptive mind, but already it seems little more 
than a sketchy somewhat dated handbook. The text lacks the concrete, documented feel 
of the human approach- nor, on the other hand,has it the scholarly approach one would 
expect from a man of such wide experience and informed background. 
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August 20 


Norborg, Christopher Dutton 
OPERATION MOSCOW $3.50 


A dialectics diatribe of speculative, second-hand anti-Soviet sentiments and 
opinions, by the former chief of UNRRA in Denmark, who views recent world history as 
having been controlled almost exclusively by the Politburo. In the first section the 
author analyzes Soviet post-war world policy, with pertinent looks back into the pre- 
war days, and explains this policy in terms of Stalinism and its ideals. The last half 
is devoted to a consideration of "Operation Moscow" on the military and spiritual fronts. 
The author proposes a strong enmity with Russia which would impose an American peace on 
the world and maintain it with military and atomic bomb forces that would overwhelm 
Russia. For spiritual strength, he calls for a return to Christianity and religion. 


A rambling, unauthentic propaganda piece, made up of half truths and a convenient mem- 


ory, which adds nothing to understanding of the Russian problem, except fuel to the fire. 


Anshen, Ruth N.- éd.. Harper 
OUR EMERGENT CIVILIZATION $4.50 


Vol. IV in the Science. of Culture. series (predecessors published by Harcourt)- 
this comprises a series of highly scholarly, highly serious essays authored by men of 
considerable academic standing. The most familiar representatives are perhaps George 
Catlin, Julian Huxley, Robert MacIver, Jacques Maritain. This volume was designed to 
synthecize and clarify the confusion of our thought today, today when a decay of ideals, 
an abrogation of reason, a loss of purpose is prevalent. The essays present a variety 
of philosophical, economic, cultural, spiritual, political opinion. They are concerned 
with such subjects as the forces which imperil reason today; the new basis for world 
politics; the removal of the ideological causes of war; the changing functions of the 
state; the new social stratification; the new evolution in which the ethical process is 
involved; the new approach to God; economics, art and manufacture, the future of tradi- 
tion, etc.... The level here is considerably beyond the general layman. Recommended for 
applied consideration of students. 


Hill, Russell Harper 
STRUGGLE FOR GERMANY $3.00 


A thoughtful, courageous, and grim picture of Germany today- a physical and 
moral wilderness, population at starvation level, production below agreed levels, di- 
vision into economically unviable units, and pervading it all, failure on all fronts 
to agree on policies for revival. Demilitarization is virtually complete, but denazi- 
fication is more or less of a farce and education is worse. The bulk of the book builds 
up this with documentary evidence, figures and facts. A final chapter recommends sup- 
porting socialism in Germany, nationalizing of key industries in trust, and reaching a 
settlement before the otherwise inevitable split. He urges the example of Czechoslovak- 
ia. He suggests a control council, ,with an international constabulary; a formation of 
a German government, a democratic constitution, a series of controls. Not easy reading, 
but every page is packed with challenge for thoughtful internationalists. 


Pratt, Dorothea C. Harper 
YOUR DOG'S HOROSCOPE $1.50 


Strictly for the “frivol trade“, in the specialty item class, this astrologi- 
cal charting of canine character, birth, breeding and auspicious periods. To owners who 
follow the stars this might appeal; or as a gift to a dog owner (with a good sense of 
humor- and with no vestige of humor whatever-not for the in betweens). The general dog 
fancier will get along without it nicely (as will the dogs). Entertaining illustrations 
by Stephen J. Voorhies. 
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August 20 


Little, Brown 


Fowler, Bertram B. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE CHALLENGE $2.75 
Again a history of the achievements of the cooperative movement in America, this 

is a sympathetic, if not particularly dramatic, presentation stressing the importance of 

the co-operatives, as a balance wheel of free enterprise. How this plan, which origina- 

ted with the Rochdale, England, weavers in 1844, first applied the principles of democ- 

racy to the economic system; how it spread to continental Europe, then to America. In 

Ohio, in the '20's, a first demonstration of power as prices were influenced and held in 

check by the co-operatives; in Indiana, with the fight against diseased flocks and in- 

efficient farming. The petroleum co-ops, which spread across the country; the producer- 

marketing co-ops; the community and the co-op stores; the power and utilities’ co-ops on 

the Pacific Coast; housing, insurance, medicine- and their tie-up with unions and labor, 

their repudiation of communism and the failure of communist attempts to infiltrate. The 

book closes with a word on the weakness of the co-ops today, the need for national uni- 

fication, for expansion, if they are still to be considered as one hope for this country’s 

future...The coverage here is perhaps wider than in any book of recent publication; Harper 

has published the best in recent years. The market is largely among those already interest- 


ed. 
August 21 


Cleland, Robert Glass Knopf 
CALIFORNIA IN OUR TIMS $4.00 


Cleland demonstrated his grasp of California's history in a juvenile published 
last year, California Pageant, which captured the drama, the history, the people of the 
state and compressed it into brief compass. Now comes this book, supplementing such books 
as Drury's remarkable California: An Intimate Guide (Harper) by giving a concentrated 
study of the phenomena of 20th century California, with its development on all fronts,- 
economic, industrial, agricultural, artistic. These years saw a changing state, with 
political upheavals, labor wars, economic and social development, boom and depression, 
harnessing of water, and a creation of a focus artistically. Tribute and critique- an 
important book for the pending centennial. 


‘Clough, Ben C. . Knopf 
THE AMERICAN IMAGINATION AT WORK $6.00 


° This is fun, and might be viewed as a follow-up or companion piece to the popu- 
lar Botkin 7reasury of American Folklore (Crown-1944). This amplifies the types of yarn- 
ing our country over, stresses regional qualities. In the full declination of "strange" 
ere these stories of things that happened, of people, of history and near-history, of 
tradition and experience, that combine to represent the national ability for transmogri- 
fying fact and building it into fiction. Modern, as well as early period pieces are in- 
cluded; local tall tale tellers as well as literary figures, and the whole a magnificent 
and ample top cut of American embroideries, that give excellent pick-up pleasure. 


Lillard, Richard G. aon Knopf 
THE GREAT FOREST 1 $5.00 
An unusual approach to the story of the development of a continent, for here is 
the story of the United States through the story of her forests, from the discovery of 
America, heavily forested, to today, when conservation is still in its infancy, a crying 
need of our economy. Tracing the attitudes towards the forests:- something there for the 
use of the colonists, something to be cleared away, to be used; the forests supplied wood- 
workers and sawmills with material for weapons, for medicines, for roadbuilding, for 
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building, for ships. The forests influenced the westward expansion, too; where once it had 
been shelter for game to the natives it now became shelter for Indians in the guerilla war- 
fare they developed as protection against the advancing white men. Forests were friend and 
enemy, an integral part of the new world's economy, a vital factor in conflict with the old 
world, a contributing factor to the growth of cities, until the lust of acquistion brought 
the forests into the grasp of greedy men who became lumber barons. There are sections on 
the life of the lumber-jacks, on the conditions in the camps, on the labor unrest that 
spread throughout the lumber kingdom. The cause of conservation was late in coming- it is 
still an uphill fight- but perhaps it has come in time not to restore, but to preserve our 
national wealth of big trees. Lots of supplementary material here for history and econom- 
ics. 


August 21 


Marcuse, Ludwig fi? Knopf 
PLATO AND DIONYSIUS } $3.50 


Students of government and history- and many other readers with an interest in 
books off the beaten track, will find this lively discussion of the three attempts made by 
Plato to put theory into practice a fascinating study. The author has brought history to 
life, creating living beings rather than dry dust, and making the period live again. This 
practical side of the idealist, Plato, is not well known. He despised tyranny, as brute 
force, but yearned toward the tyranny of a good and just man, who would austerely domin- 
ate his people toward the end of the Perfeot State, with lasting peace as a goal. During 
25 years three attempts were made, in Syracuse, a tyrant-held city, each coming closer to 
success. Plato’s theory that the Perfect State demanded a king guided by & philssopher 
proved impractical, when after two failures, the loyal Platonist, Dion, seized the govern- 
ment, only to find that the teachings of Plato covered the ends to be achieved, while ig- 
noring the means to reach them. There's a suggestion of modern application in much that 
is here- though at times it lacks clarity. 


August 22 


Sobol, Louis Random House 
SOME DAYS WERE HAPPY $2.75 


Reminiscences of a Jewish childhood near New Haven, in which the warmth of fam- 
ily life, the close bonds of parents and children, the excitements of new inventions, 
house, friends, interests are all described in happy remembrance. Mother and her methods 
of ssving: Father and his imperturbability; the kids and their course between home,school, 
and typical outside activities; the lure of adult worlds as movies, theatre, games, gave 
way to other signs of growing up, first jobs, ambitions. These are interspersed with thes 
author's contrasting sketches of places, people, incidents of later life. An autobiogra- 
phical segment that will have an appeal for this columist’s readers. It has some of the 
values- in a warm appreciation of the qualities in Jewish home life- of Harriet Lane 
Levy’: g2o O'Farrell Street (see P. 210) but doesn’t cut as deep. 


August 25 


Szmaglewska, Seweryna Henry Holt 
SMOKE OVER BIRKENAU $3.50 


The sad, somewhat detached story of the horror and fight for survival in this 
Polish concentration camp in Silesia where 5 million people were burned in the crematories. 
The author was in Birkenau from 1942 to 1945, and during that time held all types of jobs, 
but this is only secondarily her story. Rather it presents the camp itself,- the cruelty of 
tho §.S. men, the tortuous days of hunger and work, the long steady line of bewildered peo- 
ple who walked into the gas chambers, the constant humiliation, the diabolical torment, and 
the magnificent endurance of the human spirit. Calm, lacking in bitterness, impersonal, this 
is an overall view from the dire grim days of German victories, to the relative comforts 
installed with the Allied advance. 
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August 25 


Simon & Schuster 


Davis, Harriet Eager ! 

THE WORLD AT MY DOOR $3.00 

. The warm, human memoirs of the wife of the American official for the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, who followed him, with their baby sons, to Geneva and 
France during the inter-bellum years. A charming, kindly woman, with literary and artis- 
tic leanings, Mrs. Davis soon acquired her idealistic husband's political interests, and 
she reports from the woman's angle what went on in the League of Nations during the Man- 
churian Incident, the Sino-Chinese War, the Disarmament Conference, the invasion of 
Ethiopia - and makes them seem live history. Here too are personal, disarming portraits 
of world celebrities, friends in Geneva’s international sét, and the colorful natives of 
Switzerland and France. Mrs. Davis' book is full of ambassadors and prime ministers and 
important delegates, but it is full in equal proportion of babies and her love and con- 
cern over her three sons, and a gay, adventurous spirit as she trained and walked through 
France in search of a vacation cottage, and of kindness and good humor as she tried to 
untangle the devious love affairs of her maid. Delightful, light-hearted reminiscences 
of international family life with e generous tinge of international politics. But the 
chief delight of the book lies in its contagious sharing of a sense of friendship with 


the reader. 


August 26 


Simon, Hubert A. Macmillan 
ADMINISTRATIVE BEHAVIOR $4.00 


For students of administration and for practical administrators, this study of 
organizational behavior - of what is to be done rather than how- may be of practical value. 
I confess that I found it pedagogical in content, pedantic in style, and theoretical rather 
than down to earth in application. Perhaps in some organizations, the practical would 
stem out of this critical analysis of the basic principles of administration, with all 
its inadequacies; the role played by questioning values and facts; the concepts of social 
behavior systems; the psychology of the individual in organizations; the roles of author- 
ity, of communication, of efficiency, of loyalty. The most provocative part of the text 
deals with specific problems and techniques (centralization vs decentralization, etc.). 

But it seems to be designed for students of social science, rather than for busy admin- 


istrators. 
|. 
~August-29 so 16} >) 


Murchie, Guy Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
SAINT CROIX: THE SENTINEL RIVER $3.50 


St. Croix, “pawn of nations", whose channel is the Eastern Boundary of the 
United States, began its history in 1604, with the first French settlement of Acadia by 
Champlain, a settlement which was to meet tragedy during the winter of cold, hunger, dis- 
ease, after which it was abandoned. Years of quiet followed, then at the turn of century 
an Englishman raided the Indians of that region. Then with the 18th century, St. Croix 
was turned over to the English, played its role in the American Revolution, was the 
occasion of many boundary disputes, and later the scene of new settlements. There's some 
material on the peaceful Passamaquoddies, the Indians of this region. In the main it is 
@ book of circumscribed historical interest, which records some pure research (rather 
lustreless from a general reader point of view). 
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Augist 979 ¢ / HN 
Burt, Bleanor Little, Brown 
FAR BASTERN COOKERY $3.00 


This somehow lacks the contagious quality of personal enthusiasm which in most 
good cookbooks (and this has much to recommend it) makes me yearn for a chance to try some 
recipes immediately. Academic interest aplenty here, as each of the countries of the Far 
East from which material has been selected is presented with details as to customs of eat- 
ing, of meals, types of foods, implements, etc. The Hawaiian Islands, Japan, Old Russia, 
China, The Philippines, the East Indies, the Pacific Islands, India, Australia, New Zea- 
land. The influences are traced, in the food,- Spanish influence,Dutch, English, and so 
on. Characteristic native foods are interpreted so that they can be prepared in American 
kitchens, and there are some particularly interesting things about curries, about uses of 
tropical fruits and vegetables, about beverages, about fish cookery. But it isn't the 
sort of cookbook that demands a place on one's personal cookbook shelf. As for practi- 
cal application the method is good:- listing of the ingredients, step-by-step (numbered) 
process of preparation. Glossary of terms at the end. Indexed. 

Heimer, Mel Whittlesey House 
THE BIG DRAG a 18 $2.50 


The hoople section of Manhattan- Broadway- once again under loving scrutiny, 
wherein the ingredients that make for its glamor, its sadness, and all its corny appeal, 
are examined. The press agents, Swing Street, eating places, the sports, theatrical and 
entertainment worlds, the gals and boys that hang around, the personalities of yesterday 
and today, the visiting firemen and their effect, the musicians and nightclubs, all the 
kinds of people and lives that are part of this garish artery. Anecdotes, behind the 


‘scenes facts, and plenty of in-the-know material give a certain catch to this, although - 


if you bother- you can read all that's necessary in a favorite newspaper columnist's 
daily stint. Intended for out of towners, in the main. For those who think they resent 
New York- but who yearn for its "big drag”. 


LATE ARRIVAL- BUT IMPORTANT 


June 30 
Hacker, Louis Columbia University Press 
THE SHAPING OF THE AMERICAN TRADITION $7.50 
° A major work- one can safely guess it will be given front page critical space, 


and- in its two forms- build over the years a permanent place as a superb piece of creative 
editing. Louis Hacker, whose course at Columbia in Contemporary Civilization is outstand- 
ing, is responsible for a major part of the work,- the Introductions to successive parts 
of the work, which comprise virtually a history of America, and the transitions which 
served to place the source material chosen to illustrate that history of documents. In 
each part four major divisions are set up:- the American Mind, the American Scene, Ameri- 
can Problems and the United States and the World. By this means he avoids the pitfall of 
assuming that once analyzed the facts are static; he accepts the pattern of history 
shaping thought and action and interrelation of men and things. His General Introduction 
discusses the contributing factors to traditional American way of life:- Religious free- 
dom, Freedom of Enterprise, The Weak State, Equality of Opportunity. Subsequent develop- 
ments show how these factors were shaped- sometimes distorted- sometimes strengthened- 

Sut never eliminated. The sources from which he has taken his extracts include American 


‘philosophers, shapers of political and economic thought, distinguished foreigners, and 


documents of American foreign policy. The book has a very complete Table of Contents, 
an index of documents, under authors and titles, but no topical cross index. Trade 
edition - 2 vol. 
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PLEASE. NOTE ‘THESE CHANGES IN ‘TITLE, “DATE *AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Stern, P. van D.- TRAVELERS IN TIME- price from $3.00 to $3.50 


Dutton 
Robinson, C.A.- ALEXANDER THE GREAT- definite date 6/23 


Farrar, Straus 
Frolov, W.L.- KATISH- from 8/? to 9/22. Price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Redman, Ben Ray- fd. PLEASURES OF PEACOCK- definite date 7/24. Price 
from $4.00 to $5.00 


Harper 
Broaded, C.H.- ESSENTIALS OF MANAGEMENT FOR SUPERVISION- definite date 7/9 
Rowland, F.H.~ BUSINESS PLANNING AND CONTROL- from 8/? to 10/1 

Shaw @ Davis- Eds. - AMERICANS ALL- price from $3.00 to $3.50 


Holt 
Capa, Robert- SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS- definite date 9/8 


Houghton-Mifflin 
Canby, Henry S.- AMBRICAN MBMOIR~ from 8/5 to 8/19. Price from age to 
5.00 


(J) Gould, J.~- JANE- price from $2.00 to $2.50 
(3) Pyne, M.- THE LITTLE HISTORY OF THE WIDE WORLD- Price from $2.00 to $2.50 


Note correct spelling of author's name. 
Runbeck, M.L.- HOPE OF EARTH- definite date 8/5 
Stegner, W.- SECOND GROWTH- from 6/? to 7/15 
Taylor, E.- RICHER BY ASIA- postponed to 7/15 


Putnam 
Brockelman, C.- THE HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES- postponed to 10/? 


Wolf, Bill- REVERIES OF AN OUTDOOR MAN- from 7/9? to 6/20 


Rinehart 
(J) Granick, H.- UNDERNEATH NEW YORK- postponed to 9/11 


Scribner 
Santee, Ross- THE APACHE LAND- from 7/? to 9/? or 10/? 


Smith, Harvey- TWIN PINES- definite date 8/25 


Simon & Schuster 
Boyle, Kay- 1939- from 7/? to late fall 


Viking 
Bemelmans, L.- DIRTY EDDIE~- definite date 8/18 
Fisher, M.F.K.- NOT NOW BUT woW- from 7/? to 8/15 
Habe, Hans- AFTERMATH- from 6/? to 9/? 
oh oriole iat D.- &d.- THE PORTABLE JOHNSON AND BOSWELL- from sie to 7/1l 
Loomis, A.~ CREATIVE ILLUSTRATION- from 6/? to 8/29 


Whittlesey House 
Eidinoff & Ruchlis- ATOMICS FOR THE MILLIONS~- from June to late July. Price 
from $3.00 to $3.50 
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tn collaboration with Nina Schneider 
Special Note 


Please forgive the eccentricities of the paper set-up. We- along with every organization 
that uses paper- are having troubles of our own. Paper is hard to get- expensive- and the 
supply ebbs and flows. At the moment, there's a shortage on colored stock. So, while we'll?® 
continue to use yellow stock letterhead, for identification purposes, we may have to fall 
back on white stock for in between pages, and yellow again for the last page to make the 
break. Here's hoping the new shipment comes through next month. Meantime, please bear 
with us. 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
GOODNIGHT MOON $2~00 76 
* Little children will love this going to sleep book - a really fresh idea by 


a talented and prolific author, illustrated by Clement Hurd. In a soft sing-song, 

here is a bunny saying goodnight room, goodnight moon, goodnight to all the familiar 
objects in the softly lighted room. Then- as the room darkens, in successive pictures, 
the goodnight ceremony moves forward. The colors range from @ bright, crisp red, 
green, yellow, to an almost black background. Despite the high price, which takes it 
out of the straight merchandise market, this is a good buy, from quality of text and 
pictures - and most of all, idea. (9/3) Paper & board. 


Shaw, Charles G. Harper 
IT LOOKED LIKE SPILT MILK $1.00 


A favorite idea put into a book - identifying the shapes the scudding clouds 
take. Sometimes a bird, sometimes a birthday cake, sometimes a mitten, sometimes a 
tree, sometimes just spilt milk - what is it? A cloud. Children love to play this 
game from earliest identification, and will like a book that plays it with them. Blue 
and white silhouettes make a cute idea book. (9/3) Paper & board. 


Smock, Nell Stolp Abingdon-Cokesbury 
LITTLE AND BIG $ .50 


A sweet, favorite idea for little children - without any new slant, but what 
matter. They still like pictures of a little puppy and a big dog, a little kitten 
and a big cat, a little calf and a big cow, and so on, up to the end, when one expects 
@ little boy and a big man and gets instead-a little boy and a little girl. Tender 
pretty pictures in soft black and white and gray with overtone of orange. Paper and 
board - no jacket. But fair merchandise at this price. (9/10) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS | 


Brown, Jeanette Perkins- /d.- Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Illus. by Decie Merwin A LITTLE BOOK OF BEDTIME SONGS $.50 











Parents and teachers have contributed these nine songs for bedtime. A simple 
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Single melody line- for singing, not playing, goes along with the decorative illustra- 
tions in two tone. Four of the songs have the mood of prayer; the others link the ac- 
tivities of day with quietness of night. Occasional difficulty in dividing the songs, 
one from another will overcome itself in use. Slight aura of sentimentality will ap- 
peal to some- deter others. Paper overlay-board- no jacket. (9/10) 


Krauss , Ruth Harper — 
THE GROWING STORY $1.75” 

* 

The author of some of our very favorite juveniles (4 Good Man and His Good 
Wife, The Carrot Seed, The Great Duffy) has again given us a satisfying, lovely text 
that will get repeated reading with four to six year olds. A little boy helps mother 
put away his winter clothes; he asks if he will grow during the summer;he watches the 
chicks grow tall and feathery, the puppy become a dog, the seeds grow into corn and 
flowers, the pears grow big and ripe. But in the mirror he looks just the same. Then 
comes fall- and the clothes come out again, and he sees for himself that he has outgrown 
his pants and his coat. Appealing pictures, modern and stylized without sacrifice of 
a certain tenderness that never degenerates into being wishy washy. This is the first 
work of this artist- Phyllis Rowand- that we have seen. We like it. Four color repro- 
duction. Paper and board, with cloth backbone. (8/20)/ 


Megargee , Edwin Messner 
POO AND THE BABY BUNNY RABBIT : ; $1.50 


This rates about zero with me- I didn't like anything about it. The concep- 
tion of a friendship and interchange of visit- (and food) between a boy and a baby 
rabbit somehow comes up against a block in even the most fervid imagination. And there's 
a sor’ of belittling in the use of diminutives- “the baby bunny rabbit" becomes the 
“cutest little baby bunny rabbit" and so on. The search for the rabbit's home through 
conversation with the farm animals is a more or less standard pattern. Dated looking pic- 
tures in line, by the author. (Sept.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to §&) 


Dannecker, Hazel Abingdon-Cokesbury 
FISHERMAN SIMMS $1.50 


This looks younger than the text actually is, because of the format- a wide, 
picture book shape, full color pictures on every other page, and marginal drawings in 
between carry the story told in the text. Fisherman Simms had a pleasant life; he fish- 
ed every day and the story of his adventure in shortening the three mile distance to the 
stream makes a satisfying tale for this age level. Children will like the sense of home 
coming at the end. Pretty pictures by Mergaret Bradfield make this good value at this 


price. Paper & board. (9/10) 


Dor, Ana Abingdon-Cokesbury 
YA - YA $1.50 


There's immediate appeal in every brownie story for those of us who grew up 
in the Palmer Cox brownie era. But somehow this Finnish brownie remains an outsider, 
and no creature of magic. None the less, this is a pleasant little story of a brownie 
made out of an oak leaf and an acorn, and his mild adventures in a Finnish farmhouse 
with his friend, the cat. After alarm clocks, stoves, brooms, curtains and doors, he 
comes to the conclusion that his outdoor cave is preferable. But in the course of the 
adventure he finds himself a name, Ya-Ya. Alice Carsey's drawings in line are satisfy- 
ing. 64 pages. Cloth binding. (9/10) 








| 
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Ewers, John | Dutton ie 
WRITTEN IN SAND : $3.00 2 = 


Primitive folk tales of Australia's "Dead Heart” region, tales which explain 
rain, thunder, some of the odd animals of the land down under, the Yerumga, or the Mo- 
poke, or the Gecko. A sort of “how and why” book. Folk tale enthusiasts will welcome 
@ contribution to this curious, little known primitive culture, but there is an oddly 
recognizable derivative sense of Victorian humorous verse, which probably dates the dis- 
covery of the material and its translation, but which gives one a hint of its being not 
wholly authentic, just possibly one of those primitive hoax collections not unknown in 
the annals of English literature. There are some nice stories. Try- in story hour- 
the story of Dingi-Ding the grasshopper, for instance. There are weird words (and a help- 
ful glossary) but lots of children like strange words and strange places. The pictures 
by Avery Johnson are very effective (though not particularly juvenile) with their scratch- 
board technique in bold black and white. A good looking book- but without color it will 
seem expensive. 160 pages. (7/16) 


Averill, Esther Harper 
THE SCHOOL FOR CATS $1.50 Y 


Another in the shy Jenny Linsky cat stories, as that plaintive little crea- 
ture goes to a cat school in the country far from home. The author has a beguiling way 
of telling a story, and she writes of Pickles, the school bully who frightens little - 
Jenny away, and of how Jenny learned to have fun at school, and handle the bully. Hu- 
morous and sympathetic listening reading for the nursery school and primary grade set. 
Like the Cat Club, this is illustrated by the author with lots of pictures in line and 
flat color. Small format. Easily soiled yellow jacket. Cloth. (8/20) ~ 


Frey, Alexander | Holt 
THE STOUT-HEARTED CAT $2.50 


A strange and often far from pleasant story, with bits of fantasy and a far- 
fetched effort to capture the quality of Stuart Little.: It has many of the faults of 
that book - a definitely adult strain in the interpretation. It is the story of 4 lit- 
tle white cat, Birl (Thrush) that belonged to an elderly woman in central Europe whose 
son was reported missing. She dies, while writing one of her endless letters, and the 
cat stays to guard the property from the mice and rats. When George turns up, after one 
false start, they become devoted friends, and she is heartbroken when he goes off to 
make his fortune. He takes with him some white hairs from her breast, and after he has 
been gone for months, she traces him by those hairs, to America, and there, after various 
adventures, she finds him at a Fair, working as a carpenter. Her owner of the moment has 
turned her into a feathered cat by his magic salve, and is exhibiting her. She and George 
get away and return home - and ultimately her feathers fall out and the fur begins to 
grow again. The cat's misadventures have almost a sadistic streak - there's a lot of 
cruelty at various points of the story. One questions the average child's interest. Trans 
later by the Winstons. Illustrated by Hans Fischer. (Sept.) 


Potter, Miriam Clark Lippincott 
HELLO, MRS. GOOSE‘ | $2.00 


Foolish Mrs. Goose is something of a character in Animaltown. Here are fur- 
ther adventures of this scatter-brained animal and of her long-suffering friends who 
appreciate her kind heart (and forgive her weak head). We loved the gay jacket and end- 
papers, but the line drawings throughout have a slightly old-fashioned air. Nice com- 
fortable size in a squarish book. Cloth binding. 150 pages of slapstick fun. (9/10) 
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Whitman 


Grover, Eulalie Osgood 
MY CARAVAN $1.50 

A reissue of an old favorite, this collection of some 120 poems, the majority 
of them well-beloved, with a good salting of moderns. The illustrations are silhouette 
cutouts by Florence Sampson. The poems are grouped under headings, such as "I go ad- 
venturing”, "Out of doors”, “The fairy Folk". “Just for Fun", and so on. Full table of 
contents, and an index which lists only titles of poems. One could wish-if only one in- 
dex were included, that it had been an author listing. The jacket is rather cheap look- 
ing for the quality of the text. But it is a nice looking book- cloth bound with paste- 


down, good type face. 160 pages. (Publ.) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Holt 


Potter, Russell 
LITTLE RED FERRY BOAT $2.00 

A little red ferry boat that wants to go to sea for a vacation finds the going 
very rough. A school of playful porpoises, a wise white woolly whale and the sea gulls 
advise, help and comfort the poor ferry boat, who soon finds that he is way out of his 
depths in the sea. After a terrible storm and a valiant struggle with the elements, the 
poor battered ferry boat returns to the friendly harbor of New York, towed in by the 
white whale. It was an exciting vacation but he is glad to be back in his peaceful life 
crossing back and forth from the Jersey shore to New York. A story that New York city 
children will find more appealing, probably, than mid-continent children, but with lots 
of pictures in red, black and blue, it will carry over to small children who like person- 
ifying familiar - or for that matter unfamiliar objects. Good for reading aloud to 
younger children. Illustrated by Marjorie Hill. (Pcstponed from Spring.) (9/8) 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh Lippincott 
THE DOUBLE BIRTHDAY PRESENT $1.50 


This is a nice twin book for six year olds - and other children, who think 
it would be fun to be twins, even if quarrels seemed inevitable. Susie and Sophie were 
Quakers, and they had a nice old grandfather who made fine furniture. Their seventh 
birthday present, a double rocker, precipitated an outburst of naughtiness, but of course 
the story has a happy ending. Mabel Hunt has a gift for friendly telling of simple, 
might-be-true stories, which have a regional and period flavor. Detailed, realistic 
drawings in black and white by Elinore Blaisdell. Cloth. (8/27) 


8 to 11- FICTION 


Treffinger, Carolyn Abingdon-Cokesbury 
LI LN $2.50 


* Spiritual strength in an unusual story of a Chinese boy who offended his fa- 
ther and his community by refusing to go on the fishing trip which brought food to the 
community. To prove his courage, Li Lun was ordered to plant rice on the mountain top 
and not come back until he had seven times seven grains. The boy's struggle with fear, 
with drought, rain, mildew, rats and gulls, is full of tension and feeling. Courage, 
and the rewards of courage, have here a quality of feeling that should give this book a 
long life. Kurt Wiese has done the illustrations. (9/10) 


Webster, Samuel C. Holt 
THE KING GIVES A PARTY $2.00 


A good family book, for while the 8 to 11's will enjoy it, the 6 and 7 year 
Olds will enter into the fun. Wonderful‘nonsense flight that comes off. Teddy, a 
mere mortal boy, finds a key that lets him into the palace of the King who is giving 
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the ball at which Cinderella meets the Prince. But the Prince and Cinderella are quite 
commonplace in comparison with the delightful, vain, greedy king with his amazing sys- 
tem for running all governmental matters. At Cabinet meetings, he and his ministers 
discuss the desserts which the Queen has made. Teddy, as Ambassador Extraordinary from 
the U.S.A. helps the King prepare for the Ball, helps him market for extra bananas, 
and then after the Ball goes adventuring to find the owner of the glass slipper. De- 
lightful absurdities, full of humor and fantasy and imagination. And Betty Alden'‘s 


spirited line drawings are exactly right for the text. (Aneust) 9/15 






Severn, David Houghton, Mifflin 
WAGON FOR FIVE $2.50 


Another book about Crusoe (which was the children's nickname for Mr. Robinson- 
and a good one at that.) We met them in(Cabin for Crusoe - remember? In this story 
Crusoe has acquired a gypsy caravan, and he and his young friends have plenty of adven- 
tures in their wanderings through the lovely English countryside. There's a treasure 
hunt, @ house boat, a circus- plus storm, fire, theft and other diversions, pleasant and 
otherwise, to add zest to the story. David Severn has a flare for lively dialogue and 
the story is not too English for the average young American. (8/14) 


Lenski, Lois Lippincott 
JUDY'S JOURNEY $2.50 
* In Judy, Lois Lenski has given us one of the best portraits in this regional 


series; she's a fierce-tempered, loyal, ambitious child, who with her family journeys 
north from the leaky Alabama sharecropper shack, following the crops - down to Florida 
and up through New Jersey. Her father's ambition is a place of their own and a chance 
for Judy to go to school. There is sadness and insecurity, but Lois Lenski has the wis- 
dom and the balance to see that there is adventure, excitement, promise, fulfillment, 
even where there is insecurity and too hard work. The migrants of the east have had few 
spokesmen. This story- through intended for nine to twelve year olds, has a lot for 
their elders as well. Excellent American scene material for school libraries. A beau- 
tiful book with some of the best drawings Lois Ienski has made. (8/27) 


Orton, Helen Fuller Lippincott 
MYSTERY UP THE CHIMNEY $1.75 
* Good reliable mystery fare from an experienced hand, in a story combining 


normal, real people, a simple, well-sustained plot, a dash of mystery, and a good voca- 
bulary for the third and fourth grade reader. The young Robbins get a chance to leave 
their home in the steaming city for a summer with their mother's cousins in upstate New 
York. The two girls were invited, but Dickie took his older sister's place- and found 
he had to prove himself more help than nuisance, when he arrived. Small country adven- 
tures - the mystery of the missing papers- and a promise of another summer visit com- 
bine for a dependable story. Line drawings by Robert Doremus are adequate. (8/27) 


White, Anne H. Little, Brown 
THE ADVENTURES OF WINNIE AND BLY $2.00 


Fanciful and foolish and very English, this is- to my way of thinking- a much 
less successful caravan story than Severn's Wagon for Five (see above). Youngsters who 
like magic may prefer this one, for when Winnie and Bly exchanged their greenhouse home 
for @ gypsy caravan they inherited some magic tea, and the responsibility of fixing pro- 
blems that came their way. This is the story of those “fixings"- and most of them had 
to do with making people over. There is a certain whimsical charm and originality in 
(8/ story and Ursula Koering's line drawings are delightful. Definitely a girls’ book. 
(8/11) 
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Gcrber, Will Putnam 
GOOSEBERRY JONES ‘4p —$2.00 


Gooseberry had a home like others among his friends, except that his mother 
was afraid Of dogs - the thing Gooseberry wanted more than anything in the world. When 
he brought home the one dog in the world that had to be his, his mother said the dog 
must go- so Gooseberry went too. This happened three times- and three times he won re- 
prieve for the dog and punishment for himself. One feels the anguish of the lonely only 
child and there's almost too much sadness, but in the end Gooseberry and his mother come 
to an understanding and there's a happy ending. The swamp country in the deep south is 
very real - and it is only incidentally that one realizes that Gooseberry is a Negro. 


Illustrated by Dudley Morris. ( 8/29), 


8 to 11 Fact 


Freeman, Mae Blacker Random House 
FUN WITH COOKING: fasy Recipes for Beginners $1.25 


This just misses being a very good beginning cookbook for third and fourth 
graders. But it misses- on a very important factor. The author assumes too much know- 
ledge of fundamentals in understanding terms. She uses such expressions (familiar to 
every adult who has done any cooking) as “Beat with a rotary beater" - "Sift the flour, 
baking powder and salt all at once into a bowl" - “Beat with a fork" - “Stir only until 
the milk is taken up" - “Separate the whites and yolks.” In the case of the rotary bea- 
ter, the photograph will show what that means. But a good many adults have to learn the 
difference between stirring and beating, between using an egg whole and separating white 
and yolk. A good deal of space is given to measurements} the same procedure could have 
been followed with other things. But if the book is used with an adult at first, and 
these discrepancies taken care of, the recipes in the main are good - the directions 
clear and simple- the selection and balance sound- the photographs informative. (7/25) 


12 io 15- Fiction 


McSwigan, Marie Dutton 
JUAN OF MANILA $2.50 


* Marie McSwigan wrote a book on the Norwegian resistance called Snow Jreasure 
(Dutton-'42). Now comes this equally good story of the Philippine underground movement, 
in the compact, fresh story of Juan and his brother and the “ham" broadcasting they did- 
broadcasting that heartened Manila and the surrounding country during the ordeal of the 
Japanese occupation. The bare fact of a boy who called himself Juan de la Cruz and who 
did broadcast resistance is the core of a story otherwise fictional. The author has 
created a typical Filipino family, and told a story that is credible, dramatic yet simple, 
with accurate details of the swift jungle telegraph which the natives used (native run- 
ners etc.) Humble details of daily life make this of value aside from the phases con- 
nected with the war. Boy scouts and radio fans will like it, especially. Illustrated 


by Margaret Ayer. (8/20) 


Newell, Hope Harper 
THE STORY OF CHRISTINA $2.50 


* An original attempt to handle some difficult problems of adolescence- and a 
successful one. Christina is the unhappy drudge on a farm owned by a distant relative 
of her dead parents. Food is her only comfort and when she runs away from home, she 
does it to join the circus as a fat lady. Her inherent good nature, her excellent cook- 
ing, her sewing make her @ valued member of the troupe. Then- as she becomes happier 
she is less inclined to fall back on food as a solace and loses weight to everyone's 
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consternation. But Tina overrides this and makes a better life for herself with normal 
friendships, interests and even romance. Despite the bizarre circumstances of the story, 
the plot and characters remain unsensational and simple. The high level of interest is 
sustained throughout and teen agers will find sympathetic handling of varied teen-age 
problems as they are solved by the young people in the story. (9/3) 


Judson, Clara Ingram Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LOST VIOLIN $2.25 


This is the story of another immigrant group that came and helped make America. 
The hard-working clean and skillful Bohemians brought with them glass-making and cabinet 
working skills and musical ability. This story concerns one little family- back in 1892- 
and their difficulties in making their way in Chicago as members of a minority group, 
discriminated against even among foreigners. Better community relations, a world's fair, 
meeting with the composer Dvorak, and - kernel of the plot - the loss and eventual reco- 
very of Anna's violin- combine for a tale of friendly relations, sturdy values, and good 
inter-cultural material, in a readable story. Ill'd. (Aug.) 


Molloy, Anne Houghton, Mifflin 
THE PIGEONEERS $2.25 


The raising of carrier pigeons provides an unusual hobby and distracts the chil- 


dren of a ward in a large city hospital. In a doleful atmosphere of operations, wheel 
chairs, heavy casts, the pigeons afford a view into the world. Nat is sure nothing can 


interest him, but the pigeons become a contact medium between the children of the ward and 


their families. The genial pet-shop owner who starts the hobby, manages to break a few 
rules in order to bring a nesting pair to the fire escape of the ward, and starts the 

boys on their way to becoming real pigeon fanciers. Some dramatics for tension, but too 
long spun out a story for the average boy reader demanding action. (8/14) 


Kiser, Martha Gwinn | Longmans , Green 
ROSANNA $2.50 
ball Another excellent novel for early teens by the author of Sylvia Sings of 


Apples, a story against the background of New England in 1838. Rosanna, friend of the 
ambitious Sylvia, finds her place in the world - not following Sylvia to college, or 
working in the mill in Lowell. Her bent is keeping house, cooking well, and loving the 
daily round of caring for her little sisters and brothers in spite of the hard work. ~ 
There's good romance here too, in her marriage to a hard-working, thoughtful and inde- 
pendent young farmer-preacher. There are excellent family and community values,a good 
story with its ups and downs, and lightly- but soundly - handled vital problems. (9/3) 


Grew, David . David McKay 
BEYOND ROPE AND FENCE $2.50 


The revival of interest in Mr. Grew's lively animal stories of the Canadian 
wilds is reflected in this second book within a year - a reissue of a horse story which 
has been out of print since 1926. (The Wild Dog of Edmonton was the other book.) This 
is the story of Queen, a colt born on a Saskatchewan ranch, who makes her escape from 
man to the open range and becomes the leader of a band of wild horses on the northern 
prairies. Her adventures have an almost human quality of emotional tension and sus- 
pense - Queen emerges a personality. (Postponed from spring) (9/1) 
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Granick, Harry Rinehart 
UNDERNEATH NEW YORK $3.00 


This is an underground tour of any large city (it happens to be New York) as 
it was, as it is today, with all that science has contributed to the operation of city 
life. Plumbing, from the watershed to the faucet, and down the drain again; sewage and 
its disposal; heat, steam, gas, electricity; communications- from mail chutes to tele- 
graph, telephone; fire alarm call boxes; burglary networks; transportation - control of 
traffic lights; the subway systems; all these make up the vast underground machinery, 
whose invention, functions, maintenance is explained for scientifically- minded young- 
sters. This book, by the author of fun, Run (Simon & Schuster-1941) was originally 
scheduled for spring. Being sold for adults as well. Teen age and up. (9/11) 





FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Weekley, William George Doubleday 
THE LEDGER OF LYING DOG $2.75 


A castaway story, published for adults but my guess is that the teens will 
adopt it as their own. A convincing story, purporting to be a log belonging to the 
author's great uncle. As the story unfolds, one is convinced that here is the day-by- 
day record of a youth, shipwrecked with a group of cut-throats and wretches (plus a 
woman of uneasy virtue), and finding in himself unguessed ingenuities, skills, abil- 
ities to fend for himself and fight his own battles. Eventually, having explored one 
island, entrenched himself on another, and reduced his foes to one, he makes friends 
with him, and together they escape to Australia and the gold fields. There's a romance | 
too, and throughout the adventures are as bloody and as fortunate in their outcome, the i 
lady as fair, the finale as bright with promise as the best of the dreams we'd like to | 
cream. Entertainment for boys and men. (Reported P. 317) (8/7) 


Lambert, Janet Dutton 
FRIDAY'S CHILD $2.25 


Janet Lambert can write so well and has done such good sub-deb material in the 
past that it makes us sad to see such skipshod work as she is turning out now. The last 
two books seem to be uneven beads, carelessly strung. The heroine, “the loving and 
giving child” of the title, member of a glamorous group of children headed by a 19-year 
old mother-substitute, has a problem sister who is a “pain”. The largest part of the 
interest lies in the tantrums of said sister as the family adjusts to the now familiar 
(for the Lambert fans) atmosphere of Governor's Island. Both girls are accepted into 
the ritzy aura of Penny Parish’ associates. ...You can guess we did not like it, and 
feel strongly on the subject because it needn't be this way. (8/20) 


Newcomb, Ellsworth ; y Dutton 
ANCHOR FOR HER HEART $2.50 


All the ingredients in the best Hollywood manner for a story of a poor little 
rich girl, Joan, inheritor of the Annapolis tradition, who lives with her wealthy grand- 
mother in formal New England. A visit to an aunt in Annapolis opens up a new life of 
ships and sails and eligible youths and gay young women. Romance, misunderstanding, 
reconciliation, promise of happiness - and a laudable attempt to probe (at a fairly 
shallow level) into the pros and cons of facing things - accompanied by the usual rah- 
rah football, dances and dating will make a less privileged girl's mouth water.... 
Perhaps we are ageing this too high, for at fifteen and up, this should seem rather 
light weight. But lots of high school girls will like it. (8/20) 








| 
| 
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Hall, Marjory Houghton, Mifflin 
COPY KATE $2.50 


Mildly a career book- chiefly a pleasant story of a girl just out of business 
school who decides to start on her “career” in advertising rather than take a Mexican 
vacation with the family. There’s enough of the problems of the first job- enough bal- 
ance in dull moments and bright, in people, jobs, responsibility, and the things that 
add up to learning to be on her own for it to appeal to other girls at the borderline 
of starting to be self-supporting. Locale? Somewhat veiled, but roughly eo medium 
sized town in the foothills of some mountains, somewhere in the United States. Not as 
much substance as some of Marjory Hall's books, but OK. (8/14) 


Freer, Marjorie Mueller Messner 
ROBERTA, INTERIOR DECORATOR $2.25 


A glamour career series, this (ballet, radio, theater - in its predecessors)- 
and there's been very little written for this age leyel on the subject of interior 
decorating. Roberta takes the rung-by-rung way,- starting with various courses, then 
a job in a department store, later, a job with a designer. She learns about furniture 
design, interiors, stage design. She meets all sorts of people, with a reasonable 
number of eligible youths which narrows down to two. Roberta chooses the less ardent 
swain, & young aspirant in the field of furniture design, and together they plan a good 
life. Lots of information in the field, which promises no easy road to success. Not 
as good a book as Gloria, Ballet Dancer - but better than average. (Sept.) 


Dehli, Borghild Random House 
KAREN $2.50 


Karen is the very efficient type. And her destiny lay where she could put to 
good use all her talents. She came from Norway with her sister to the United States, 
and steered their course until her sister married. Then she herself took on the doubt- | 
ful prospect of an immature young musician who had spent his inheritance on a land 
shark's promise. It was up to Karen to make their home out of prairie wilderness. With 
cunning, drive and a modicum of luck she made their place in the community ( presumably 
Wisconsin in the homesteading era)- and her husband had come 4 long way towards manhood. 
Girls will probably not be troubled by the problems inherent in the situation, but adults 
would find it confused as to matrimonial values. (Sept.) 


Non-fiction for Young Adults 


Clough, Ben C.- kd. Knopf 
THE AMERICAN IMAGINATION AT WORK $6.00 


This is fun, as the selections chosen amplify types of yarning the country 
over, stressing regionel qualities. These are stories of things that happened, of people, 
of history and near-history, of tradition and experience, that combine to represent the 
national ability for building fact into fiction. Modern as well as period pieces are 
included; local tall tale tellers as well as literary figures are represented; the whole 
is an ample top cut of American folklore. (See P. 329) (8/21) 


Bible, Dana Prentice-Hall 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL $3.00 


A book on how to coach and how to play the game. Worthwhile for any player who 


wants to master all phases of the game. The various phases are presented in clear and 


scientific manner; the author-an outstanding coach himself- describes individual play, 
defense and offense, team play, etc. He knows the game and how to describe it. (8/18) 





